
Sudbury Learns From Home:
Sudbury Public Schools’ distance learning plan 

The Sudbury Public Schools strive to enable all students to reach their 
intellectual and personal potential. The school system, in partnership with 
families and the community, will work with integrity and respect to realize the 
shared vision of enabling students to become lifelong learners and effective 
contributors of society.

Guiding Principles:
● Parents and guardians are students’ first and life-long teachers. Distance learning presents a new 

opportunity for a different type of collaboration between home and school.
● The safety and well-being of students, families, and staff is our top priority as an educational 

community.
● Maintaining connections between school, staff, and students is paramount.
● Nothing can replace the in-school educational experience and remote learning cannot replicate the 

traditional school day.
● SPS is committed to engaging students in meaningful and productive learning opportunities, knowing 

that distance learning can take place in a multitude of ways.
● Equity is a top consideration when planning for an extended school closure.

Defining Distance Learning:
● Distance learning is a combination of educator-directed learning and student self-directed learning.
● Distance learning reinforces and deepens foundational skills while thoughtfully advancing learning as 

students are able.
● Distance learning is not limited to online platforms and can include exploring the natural world, 

hands-on projects, and artistic creations reflecting students’ own passions and experiences.
● Distance learning tools include large group video or audio conference calls, 1:1 phone or video calls, 

email, paper packets, projects, reading lists, online learning platforms and other resources that engage 
students.

Distance Learning Commitments:
● Students will be provided with the opportunity to engage in meaningful and productive learning for 

approximately half the length of the academic school day.  
● Students with IEPs and/or ESL learning plans will will be provided appropriate learning opportunities 

based upon identified needs in order to support the maintenance and development of skills.
● Students will have opportunities to connect with educators.  Educators will share virtual “office hours.”  

“Office hours” are an opportunity for students to connect with and receive help from educators.  
● Teachers will review and provide feedback on student work completed at home.
● When introducing new material, educators will consider equity of access and support for all students.
● Student and staff confidentiality is a priority.  Educators electing to engage in video conferences will 

review confidentiality agreements with participants.  Educators will use the bcc line when sending 
group emails. 

● Beginning April 7th, academic content will be graded as “credit/no credit.”

Reference: DESE Remote Learning Recommendations During COVID-19 School Closures, March 26, 2020

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zj63jehHV1NHIwl4-NkCoob_hswoKe_B/view?usp=sharing

